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child, and during all the years he lived with me I do not remember a single night that he failed to come and kiss his ' mother,' as he called me, before going to bed." The principal event of his private life, when " Eureka " waa being published, was the termination of his social intercourse with Mrs. Shew. Since the death of Virginia, this lady had maintained her intimacy with the family, and had actively befriended him in his literary projects. In the earlier part of the year she had asked him to furnish the music room and library of a new house which she was to occupy, and she made him at home when he visited her, One such visit is especially of interest, since to it has been ascribed the first suggestion of Poe's second great popular poem, " The Bells." It was early in the summer that he one clay called ancl complained that ho had to write a poem, but felt no inspiration. Mrs. Shew persuaded him to drink some tea in a conservatory -whose open windows admitted the sound of church-bells, and gave him some paper, which he declined, saying, " I so dislike the noise of bells to-night, I cannot write. I have no subject — I am exhausted." Mrs. Shew then wrote, "The Bells, by E. A. Poe," and added, « The bells, the little silver bells;" on the poet's finishing the stanza thus suggested, she again wrote, " The heavy i?on bells," and this idea also Poe elaborated, and *hen copying off the two stanzas, headed it, "By , M, I*. Shew," and called it her poem.at I have propounded in an elliptical orbit about the sun> moral
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